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Exploring How Community Open Online 
Learning Courses (COOCs) can empower 
learners to become teachers 



Plan for the hour

1. A brief outline of what 
COOCs are

2.  Some history of the COOCs 
idea

4.  Feedback any 
challenges and benefits to 
the development of 
COOCs  

3.  A task to create a 
COOC (or discuss what 
uses you could see for 
them)
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We Want you!

To
Help

create



http://www.coocs.co.uk

http://www.coocs.co.uk/


An opportunity for people to share their passions, ideas and 
knowledge with each other. 
What learning is created is down to you, the users.  
Learning is most enjoyable when it is taught by those with 
enthusiasm and a desire to share what they know.  
The word 'courses' is loosely used, there are no exams, no tests, 
no qualifications required.  
The aim is to get people from all parts of the community to 
generate learning opportunities and to share their knowledge. 
How the learning/ teaching looks, what it involves and what it 
includes is up to you.  

People learn in many ways and we hope you can 
bring creativity, enthusiasm and positivity 

as we start to 
create courses across many 

areas of interest.
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It’s not really a new idea!  

Technology is not always compatible 
with Humanity

From ‘The Development of Education in Accrington 1790 – 1903, 
Edgar Stone (1957)

‘Industrialisation produced a social environment devoid of 
humanity…all but the basic necessities of life were denied the 
majority of the population.

The beautiful new factories  and machines were the 

obverse of the miserable dwellings and subhuman 
existence of the hands’
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The conditions in the home were not beautiful yet did lead to many 
innovative learning opportunities.  While the School and College system 
sought to prepare people for the economy, informal learning developed to 
create enrichment and personal growth. 
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Can COOCs offer a different space for online 
sharing and learning?

A key feature of COOCs is the potential 
swapping of roles – teachers becoming 
students, students becoming teachers.  How 
would this benefit/ challenge learning in your 
groups?

What could you do differently using COOCs?   
The creative opportunities seem greater 
outside institutional constraints; would you 
alter an element of your own approach?

Contact me on p.shukie@blackburn.ac.uk

mailto:p.shukie@blackburn.ac.uk
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