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Gwyneth	  Alla,,	  Anne	  Reardon-‐James	  and	  Yvonne	  Spare	  

Welcome	  to	  Journal	  91,	  which	  focuses	  on	  the	  joint	  RaPAL,	  Learning	  and	  Work	  InsGtute,	  UCU,	  UCL	  
and	   NATECLA	   conference	   held	   on	   November	   3rd	   2016	   at	   Imperial	   College	   Union,	   London.	   The	  
annual	   conference	   on	   English,	   maths	   and	   ESOL	   was	   enGtled	   Resilience	   and	   Responsiveness;	  
a,ributes	   that	  were	   reflected	   in	   the	   varied	   presentaGons	   and	  workshops	  which	   considered	   the	  
challenges	   and	   opportuniGes	   for	   adult	   learning	   posed	   by	   the	   current	   policy	   context	   and	   shared	  
some	  of	  the	  ways	  in	  which	  pracGGoners,	  providers	  and	  learners	  are	  responding.	  	  

This	  ediGon	  includes	  contribuGons	  from	  the	  pracGGoners	  and	  researchers	  who	  gave	  presentaGons	  
and	  led	  workshops	  on	  the	  day,	  and	  we	  begin	  with	  Pip	  Kings’	  thoughts	  on	  the	  conference	  in	  which	  
she	   explains	   the	   significance	   of	   the	   theme	   of	   ‘Resilience	   and	   Responsiveness’	   and	   provides	   an	  
overview	  of	  the	  sessions.	  This	   is	  followed	  by	  Steven	  Evans,	  who	  reflects	  on	  the	  changing	  poliGcal	  
situaGon	   of	   English,	  maths	   and	   ESOL,	   from	   a	   skills	   deficit	   point	   of	   view.	   Arguing	   the	   case	   for	   a	  
doubling	   of	   investment	   levels,	   a	   need	   to	   develop	   new	  ways	   of	   engaging	   people	   and	   delivering	  
learning	   (such	  as	   through	   the	  CiGzens'	  Curriculum),	   the	   current	   chief	   execuGve	   for	   Learning	  and	  
Work	  InsGtute,	  sees	  these	  as	  essenGal	  to	  preparing	  adults	  for	  life	  and	  work	  in	  the	  21st	  century.	  	  

Sue	   Southwood	   provides	   an	   overview	   of	   the	   key	   findings	   from	   the	   FuncGonal	   Skills	   Reform	  
Programme,	  which	  gleaned	  the	  views	  of	  more	  than	  1000	  employer	  and	  provider	  representaGves.	  
She	  explains	  that	  results	  have	  been	  reported	  to	  government	  and	  curriculum	  content	  is	  likely	  to	  be	  
revised	   in	  response	  to	  this,	  with	  resources	  developed	  for	  teachers	  to	  support	  assessment	  of	  and	  
for	   learning.	   	   On	   a	   different	   note,	   the	   ESOL	   Curriculum	   lead	   for	   City	   Gateway	   Women’s	  
Programmes,	  Tammela	  Pla,,	  provides	  three	  ‘tried	  and	  tested’	  teaching	  strategies	  for	  assisGng	  ESOL	  
learners,	   who	   frequently	   find	   themselves	   on	   English	   funcGonal	   skills	   courses,	   for	   a	   variety	   of	  
reasons.	  	  

Next	  Seb	  Schmoller	  and	  Graham	  Griffiths	  discuss	  the	  development	  and	  implementaGon	  of	  Ci/zen	  
Maths,	  a	  free	  online	  course	  which	  follows	  the	  MOOC	  model	  (massive,	  open,	  online	  course).	  Their	  
arGcle	   outlines	   the	   structure	   of	   the	   course	   and	   idenGfies	   its	   intended	   learners,	   while	   also	  
considering	  the	  posiGves	  and	  potenGal	  pidalls	  of	  online	  learning	  on	  such	  a	  large	  scale.	  	  

Meanwhile,	  Janine	  Eldred	  considers	  the	  England	  Impact	  Forum’s	  response	  to	  the	  OrganisaGon	  for	  
Economic	  CooperaGon	  and	  Development’s	  (OECD)	  report,	  Building	  Skills	  for	  All:	  A	  Review	  of	  Policy	  
insights	  from	  the	  survey	  of	  adult	  skills,	  which	  analysed	  data	  from	  the	  OECD’s	  Survey	  of	  Adult	  Skills.	  
In	   addiGon	   to	   outlining	   the	   response	   to	   the	   report’s	   findings	   and	   recommendaGons,	   she	   also	  
idenGfies	   the	   forum’s	  own	  prioriGes	  and	  possible	  direcGons	   for	   the	  development	  of	   literacy	  and	  
numeracy	  in	  England.	  	  
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Focussing	   on	   the	   Midlands,	   but	   with	   implicaGons	   for	   the	   rest	   of	   the	   sector,	   Joanne	   Keatley	   and	   
Wendy	  Meredith	   look	  at	  Birmingham	  City	  Council’s	  preparaGon	   for	  next	  year’s	  devoluGon	  of	   the	  
Adult	   EducaGon	   Budget.	   While	   acknowledging	   the	   challenges	   that	   devoluGon	   may	   present,	   they	   
idenGfy	  a	  broad	  range	  of	  opportuniGes	  resulGng	  from	  greater	  flexibility	  to	  provide	  non-‐accredited	  
literacy	  and	  ESOL	  courses.	  More	  personalised	  approaches,	  greater	  use	  of	  authenGc	  acGviGes	  and	  
increased	   ability	   to	   respond	   to	   the	   needs	   of	   the	   local	   labour	   market	   are	   amongst	   the	   varied	   
opportuniGes	  they	  consider.	  	  

In	  our	  peer-‐reviewed	  arGcle	  Alex	  Braddell	  and	  Bob	  Read	  explore	  the	  topic	  of	  self-‐directed	  learning.	  
They	  outline	  the	  work	  of	  the	  Erasmus+	  project	  Autonomous	   Literacy	   Learners	   –	   Sustainable	   results   
in	  several	  European	  countries	  and	  consider	  the	  potenGal	  of	  non-‐direcGve	  coaching	  to	  support	  adult	  
learners	   in	  English,	  maths	  and	  ESOL,	  raising	  some	  interesGng	  quesGons	  about	  the	  nature	  of	  adult	  
learning	  in	  the	  process.	  	  	  

This	   ediGon	   also	   considers	   two	   recent	   addiGons	   to	   the	   literature	   in	   our	   field.	   Sarah	   Freeman	   
reviews	  Exploring	  Adult	  Literacy	  and	  Numeracy	  prac/ces:	  ethnographic	  case	  studies	  from	  Uganda,	  
in	  which	  the	  editors	  (George	  Openjuru,	  Dave	  Baker,	  Alan	  Rogers	  and	  Brian	  Street)	  bring	  together	  a	  
series	  of	  case	  studies	  to	  provide	  valuable	  insights	  into	  people’s	  everyday	  literacy	  and	  numeracy	  and	  
idenGfy	  their	   implicaGons	  for	  teaching.	  On	  a	  different	  theme,	  Tara	  Furlong	  reviews	  Mul/modality,	  
Learning	   and	   Communica/on:	   a	   social	   semio/c	   frame	   by	   Jeff	   Bezemer	   and	   Gunter	   Kress	   which	   
provides	  a	  means	  of	  re-‐examining	  our	  communicaGon	  and	  learning	  pracGces	  in	  today’s	  social	  and	  
technological	  context.	  

Finally,	   this	   ediGon	   ends	   with	   Tara	   Furlong’s	   round	   up	   of	   news	   from	   the	   sector,	   including	   iniGal	   
feedback	  from	  our	  recent	  members’	  survey.


