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Early in 2013 we started planning this themed effect sizes' when policy makers respond to 
edition of our journal. We are delighted now to questions of impact. 
include RaPAL's usual mix of research, 
practitioner articles and learner contributions. Then we offer accounts from practitioners. In 
We cover some history of policy making, a England and Wales they focus on family 
review of European research and articles from literacies in both urban and rural areas. They 
different regions of England, Scotland, Wales, highlight the enduring benefits for learners, the 
The Republic of Ireland and The Netherlands.  creativity and flexibility of practitioners and the 

challenges of managing changes in policy, 
What is family learning? funding and requirements for outcomes. From 
'Family learning' refers to any learning activity England, Lisette Veit describes family learning 
that involves both children and adult family in Cambridgeshire, Gill Sargent outlines her 
members, where learning outcomes are work with travellers and Sarah Burkinshaw 
intended for both, and that contributes to a takes us through developments in Derbyshire. 
culture of learning in the family. That is the From Wales, the land of song and storytelling, 
definition at the start of the Family Learning Eirwen Malin describes a NIACE Family 
Works: The Inquiry into Family Learning in Storytelling Weekend. From Scotland, family 

1England and Wales (NIACE, October 2013). The learning in North Lanarkshire is illustrated by a 
Inquiry video on YouTube is very striking and video (link to video provided). In The 
many RaPAL members will be familiar with this Netherlands Christine Clement is a Programme 
learner's experience from page 7 of the report: Leader for Taal voor het Leven (Language for 

Life). Together with RaPAL member Claire 
I didn't know how to deal with my money Collins, she explains their work. Their video, 
or anything. I was really struggling. My The Story of Lisa (in English) illustrates this. 
confidence had hit rock bottom… Family (link to video provided).
learning made me feel human again. It 
gave me hope for the future. I was a single Next we celebrate the diverse teaching, learning 
parent. I realised I did have options and I and life experiences that exist in literacies 
wasn't alone anymore … My kids see me provision. We include original writing from 
learning now. We all sit down and do our Margaret Kelly, a learner in the Republic of 
homework together and they understand Ireland, and Louise Walsh and Maddie Tyack, 
how important it is to listen at school. It's both teachers in Wales. We are delighted to 
such a good feeling as a parent to be include their winning entries from the recent 
involved in your children's education. RaPAL web launch writing appeal. 

What is in this journal Finally Sarah Holmes, Anne Power and 
We start with Naomi Horrocks' interview with Sheila Scott review a 2013 book from NIACE 
Andrea Mearing, one of the key government Pass the New Life in the UK Test by Celine 
advisors on the original family learning policy Castelino.
and strategy in England and Wales. Andrea 
comments on the growth of family literacy, 
language and numeracy as it has developed into 
areas including offender learning, homeless 
learners, travellers and the workplace. We 
include a video on family learning in a prison 
(link to HMP Wolds video) to illustrate this. Next 
is an article by JD Carpentieri from the 
Institute of Education, London, a member of the 
Inquiry into Family Learning in England and 
Wales. His research article on developments in 
European family literacy policy offers a wide 
perspective and comments on 'the tyranny of 

1

1. NIACE (2013). Family Learning Works: the Inquiry into Family Learning in England and Wales. 
The report can be accessed at http://shop.niace.org.uk/family-learning-inquiry-report.html (accessed 2 December 2013).
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